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Kansas Grazers
Association
Winter
Conference Set
for January 17

Assaria, Ks. - The Kansas
Grazers’ Association (KGA)
Annual Winter Grazing Con-
ference will be held Saturday,
January 17, 2009 from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. in Assaria, Kansas. The
keynote speaker for the day will
be Terry Gompert, Nebraska
Extension Specialist. Registration
begins at 8:30 a.m.

Two panel discussions featuring
producers and facilitated by KRC’s
Dale Kirkham and grazer Dale
Strickler are also scheduled.

The topics for the day will
include extending the grazing
season, alternative forages, and
controlling costs.

The conference will be held at
the Assaria Lutheran Church, 124
West First Street, Assaria, Ks.

Registration is $25/ person, and
is due by January 12. Contact
Mary Howell at 785-292-4955 or e-
mail her at: <marshallcofair
@networks plus.net> for more
information on the agenda and
registration.

KRC Sustainable Agriculture Conference:
Fundamental Shift from Industrial to
Ecological Economy Needed to Meet

Future Challenges

by Mary Fund
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Dr. Fred Kirschenmann, above left, shared comments with Dr. Daryl Buchholz, Kansas
State University, after his presentation at the KRC Sustainable Agriculture Conference
on December 13. Photo by Jana Beckman, KCSAAC.
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Blue Rapids, Ks. - “The “one size fits all’ solution approach we have
gotten used to over the past 20 to 30 years is not working. And anybody
who does not believe that, just look at our current economic situation,”
stated Dr. Fred Kirschenmann at the recent KRC Sustainable Agriculture
Conference in Blue Rapids, Kansas.

Kirschenmann’s theme, as he spoke to over 100 farmers, ranchers, and
farm and food activists, was “Meeting Agriculture’s Challenges in a
Rapidly Changing World”.

Kirschenmann challenged those present to think about sustainability
in a new way, and identified two kinds of sustainability or two ways of
thinking about it.

The first, “weak sustainability”, defines sustainability as a steady
state, assuming that the underlying structure of agriculture or the
economy stays the same. Continued on page 6
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Small Farmer Commentary

Carve Out Time to Think

by Mary Fund

Lately I have heard several people
say 2008 cannot be over soon enough
for them. The past year was full of
enough surprises and interesting
twists and turns that they claim they
have had enough. But I think 2008
will be the year that keeps on giving.
We will not see the end of the
economic ripple of the stock market
and finance sector melt down for
some time.

Our president- elect also cautions
about this, telling us that we should
anticipate that 2009 is going to be a
tough year. But that if we make some
good decisions, we can limit the
damage and begin to move forward in
2010.

In an interview in the December 29
issue of Time Magazine, our
president- elect also commented on
one piece of advice he has received
from all four of our ex-presidents.
They told him it “is important to
carve out time to think and not spend
your entire day reactive. Because
there’s always a crisis coming at you,
there’s always a meeting you could be
doing, there’s always a press
conference or group that you could be
responding to....”

“Carve out time to think.” What a
marvelous piece of advice for all of us.

Increasingly we live our lives at
high speed internet pace. Instant
gratification. Information at our
fingertips.  Even those who are not
chained to their computers, cell
phones, and blackberries, find that life
moves along pretty dog-gone fast.
Rushing from meeting to meeting.
Putting out brush fires. Reacting and
not reflecting on the best course of
action seems more the rule than the
exception.

But at KRC’s December 13

conference, over 100 people gathered
to listen, reflect, and think about the
food and farming challenges of the
future, about the energy and climate
issues we face. (See article page 1).

Speaker Dr. Fred Kirschenmann-
philosopher and farmer- posed the
basic question: How do we begin to
prepare for the inevitable changes
from an industrial economy to an
ecological economy?

In other words, how do we begin to
live more lightly on the planet? and
yet support our families and
communities and meet our basic
needs?

There are of course those who
disagree with the conclusions those
questions are based on. But the people
who gathered that sunny Saturday in
December in the modest church hall
in Blue Rapids, Ks., were carving out
time to think.

They know the answers will not
come quickly or easily. But they are
asking the right questions as the
threat of climate change and the
impact of our industrial economy
comes home to roost.

The solutions to these challenges
involve working together, sharing
information and experiences, and
building local and community based
knowledge so we can better adapt to
an unclear future.

2009 promises to be an interesting
year. Take time over the holidays to
take a deep breath and do a little
thinking about changes you and
yours need to make- big and little- to
ensure a happy and healthy future for
all.

From all of us at KRC, we wish
you and yours a beautiful holiday
season.

Page 2

Rural Papers, December 2008



Briefs

Dairy Labeling Law

Criticized at Hearing

Topeka, Ks. - At the December 2
hearing on the Kansas Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s (KDA)
proposed dairy labeling laws,
critics of rBGH and the proposed
law packed the room. A majority
of those present told the KDA that
the proposed changes on dairy
labels are unnecessary and unfair.

The proposed regulations would
stiffen the requirements for
labeling milk and dairy products
produced with milk from cows not
treated with artificial hormone

rBGH, or rBST, (short for
recombinant bovine growth
hormone).

The change would prohibit labels
stating “rBGH free” or “rBST free”.
The labels could still state that the
product has been made with milk
from cows not supplemented with
rBGH. But the label also has to
include the statement: “The FDA
has determined there are no
significant difference has been
shown between milk derived from
rBGH (or rBST) supplemented or
non-rBGH (or rBST) supplemented
cows.”

Opponents of the proposed
labeling law disagreed with the
FDA statement and argue that the
disclaimer implies there is no
controversy about the safety of
rBGH. “Many scientists disagree
with FDA’s finding”, according to
Rick North, Oregon Physicians for
Responsibility (OPR). FDA has
been wrong before, and has had to
recall products.

Canada and the European Union
have banned the use of the
product because of the negative
impact on the cows. It was
approved in the U.S. in 1993 after a

long controversial permit struggle.

Many consumers testifying at
the Kansas hearing fear the
stricter labeling laws will make it
harder for the non-rBGH users and
processors to label clearly due to
the increased cost. While KDA
claimed concern about ensuring a
level playing field, opponents
argued that the playing field
would be level only if both sides
had to label accordingly, i.e. those
using milk from rBGH supple-
mented cows should also have to
label their products as such.

Dairy farmers who use the
Monsanto developed hormone
have found that more and more
processors will not buy milk if
they use the product. Thus they
feel an economic impact from their
choice to use the artificial growth
hormone.

Processors however are
responding directly to consumers
desire to choose products not
made with milk from cows
injected with the artificial
hormone.

The proposed Kansas rule would
be the strictest in the nation.
Similar rules in Ohio have been
challenged in court. KDA
Secretary Adrian Polansky will
review the testimony, and decide
whether to adopt, reject, or modify
it. No timetable for a decision was
given. If adopted, it would go into
affect Jan. 1,2010. 4

Report Exposes Subsidies

to Factory Farms
A report released in early
December identifies how indus-
trial hog and dairy operations are
subsidized through the USDA’s
Environmental Quality Incentives

Program (EQIP).

The report, entitled Industrial
Livestock at the Taxpayer Trough,
estimates that between 2003-2007,
roughly 1,000 industrial hog and
dairy operations captured at least
$35 million per year in taxpayer
support through EQIP.

Representatives of the Campaign
for Family Farms and the Envi-
ronment,(CFFE), a coalition of
farm groups in the Midwest, say
the report is further evidence that
the factory farm industry is reliant
on taxpayer funding.

EQIP was established in the 1996
farm bill as a cost-share program
targeted at family farmers to help
them incorporate conservation
practices into their farming
operations. The 2002 Farm Bill
opened the program to factory
farms allowing them to use EQIP
to help expand their operations,
allowing up to $450,000 over five
years. In the 2008 Farm Bill, the
cap was lowered to $300,000.

The report offered recommen-
dations to reform the program
including;:

* The amount of funding
available to an individual operator
should be capped at $150,000 per
operation.

* EQIP should not subsidize the
construction or expansion of
industrial livestock operations;
EQIP use for livestock waste
facilities should be prohibited for
new or expanding industrial
operations.

CFFE organizations include:
Iowa Citizens for Community
Improvement, Land Stewardship
Project, and the Missouri Rural
Crisis Center. U
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Heartland Network News

Grazing Management Benefits

Resources and Bottom-Line
by Mark Parker

Emporia, Ks.- The same grazing
management techniques that
increase efficiency and enhance
productivity can also have a
positive impact on water and
forage resources. That was the
take-home message from a
grazing workshop held recently
in Emporia, Kansas where Dale
Kirkham of the Kansas Rural
Center challenged producers to
“create a positive impact every
time you go to the pasture.”

Kirkham, who is part of the
Kansas Rural Center’s Clean
Water Farms Project team, sug-
gested that better care and
utilization of forage resources can
be the reward of simple, everyday
steps.

Spreading out hay, for instance,
minimizes manure buildup which
benefits grass, water quality and
cattle herd health, he noted.
Placement of salt, minerals or
supplements in under-utilized
portions of a pasture improves
grazing distribution and not over-
grazing pastures provides impor-
tant shelter for newborn calves.

A rancher himself, Kirkham
added that feeding at different
times, and in different locations,
can prevent the degradation of
specific areas in the pasture.

He also emphasized that
livestock producers have the
opportunity to improve water
quality while aiding both wildlife
habitat and grazing distribution

by protecting riparian areas with
off-stream watering alternatives.
A range of strategies, from stream
crossings and solar pumps to
buffer strips and rotational
grazing, can be beneficial to the
sustainable production of
livestock.

In the long-term, livestock
producers have yet another
incentive for optimizing forage
management.

“If you look at the whole
country, we're going to have to be
more efficient in the way we graze
livestock,” Kirkham said. “We are
rapidly losing our forage base and
it’'s going to be increasingly
important to have animals that are
more efficient and for us to
handle forages more efficiently.”

Kansas State University
Professor Emeritus Gary Kilgore
offered producers suggestions
toward achieving that goal.
Kilgore advised that Grazers have
the tools to extend the grazing
season and minimize reliance on
harvested forages.

The key, he said, lies in
understanding the nutritional
requirements of cattle and match-
ing those needs with the right
forage at the right time. In general,
Kilgore pointed out that cool
season species, such as fescue and
brome, are at their quality peak in
March, April and May but drop in
nutritional content in the summer
months. Warm season forages like
crabgrass Bermudagrass and

Dale Kirkham, explained livestock
management practices that can benefit
grass, water quality and cattle herd health.
Photo by M. Parker

native species can do an excellent
job of filling in the summer quality
gap, he suggested.

Summer grazing and cattle
performance can also be impr oved
by interseeding legumes into
fescue and brome pastures. Red
clover, alsike and ladino clover are
the best candidates, Kilgore said,
adding that interseeding legumes
works best in cool season, rather
than warm season, grass pastues.

A variety of summer annuals
such as sudan grass and hybrid
pearl millet are other warm season
alternatives.

Producers also have a wide range
of forages that can extend the
grazing seasonwhen temperatures
begins to fall.

Continued on page 5
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Clean Water News

Livestock producers gathered in Emporia recently to listen to Gary Kilgore, Professor
Emeritus KSU, Dale Kirkham, Clean Water Farm Project, and Paul Ingle, Flint Hills
RC & D, talk about management practices. Photo by M. Parker.

Grazing Management...
Continued from page 4

Turnips, for instance, provide
excellent short-term fall grazing
and give producers a six- to
eight-week window in which to
stockpile fescue for later utili-
zation. Winter cereals like wheat,
rye and triticale can also be
utilized to stretch grazing
daysfurther into winter and early

spring.

Kilgore cautioned that selecting
adapted species is critical to
grazing success.

“There are a lot of exotics out
there,” he observed. “Please don’t
plant a forage you're not familiar
with. A lot of forages are being
brought in and promoted and you
have to be very careful. It's not
uncommon to plant one of these
miracle forages and have it
disappear after the first hot, dry
spell.”

The K-State agronomist also had
recommendations for getting
forages started and keeping them

viable.

“Get a soil test,” Kilgore
emphasized. “That is absolutely
critical, especially with the price
of fertilizer today. If you don’t
need phosphorus, you can’t afford
to put it on but if you need it, it
has to be there to get the most out
of your nitrogen.”

Putting on only the amount of
fertilizer that is required is
important, he stressed, adding
that producers need to be realistic
about yield goals. Kilgore pointed
out that approximately 40 pounds
of nitrogen is required to produce
2000 pounds of dry matter. For
cool season pastures, he
suggested an N rate of around 50
pound but noted that, because
forage utilization is higher in
haying situations, a rate of 70-80
pounds of nitrogen is appropriate
for hay meadows.

Kirkham also spoke to
producers about the Rural
Center’s Clean Water Farms
project. The initiative includes a
whole farm self-environmental

assessment focusing on the impact
of farm activities on water quality.
The River Friendly Farm
Environmental Assessment covers
a wide range of issues, from farm
and family goals to the effect of
management  practices on
resources.

“We want you to rate where
you are right now, where you’d
like to be, and then develop a plan
of action on how to get there,”
Kirkham explained.

Because of the educational value
of simply completing the
assessment, producers receive $250
for their participation.

“It really opens your eyes,”
commented Don Walenta of Leon,
Kansas, who attended the
workshop. “I got a lot of value out
of filling it out. When I was done I
felt like I should have paid them
for the opportunity. It makes you
think about your land and how
you manage it.”

The Clean Water Farms Project
also promotes water quality
protection through workshops.
field days or farm tours and cost
share assistance for approved
water quality projects within
selected WRAPS Watersheds.
(WRAPS stands for Watershed
Restoration and Protection
Strategy; KRC works in over a
dozen of these around the state.)

Paul Ingle, watershed hydrologist
for Flint Hills RC&D, discussed
funding sources for landowners
interested in conservation projects.

Continued on page 10
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Heartland News

Conference...
Continued from page 1

“All we have to do is tweak a
few issues for improvement, such
as how do we get a little more
efficient in terms of the amount of
fuel we use, or how do we do a
better job of maintaining our soils,
so we don’t have so much soil
erosion. But everything else
would stay the same.”

While this was how he
approached his farm management
in the past, Kirschenmann says he
no longer believes this approach
will work anymore.

“Things are changing so rapidly
now and will change so much
more rapidly in the future that we
can no longer afford to think about
sustainability as a steady state
phenomena,” he declared.

The second way of identifying
sustainability, he explained, is
“strong sustainability” which asks
how can we build resilience into
the system? To build resilience
you have to think in terms of
adaptation, not just tweaking, or
“greening” it up.

Green is the big thing
everywhere, he explained.
Lowering greenhouse gases, fuel
efficiency, etc., is good. But, he
claimed, it will not prepare us for
the kind of change we need in
order to survive the big changes
we face in terms of climate and
resources.

“We need to make a fundamental
shift away from the industrial
economy to an ecological
economy. Economist Herman Daly
warned us of this 30 to 40 years

ago,” Kirschenmann said.

Industrial economies operate on
the assumption of unlimited
natural resources and unlimited
sinks in nature to capture our
wastes. But now, Kirschenmann
stated, that system has become
fragile.

“We discovered dead zones on
the planet in the 1970’s. In the
mid-80’s we counted 140. By 2008,
there were over 400. We cannot
continue down this path,” he
asserted.

“Things are changing so
rapidly now and will
change so much more
rapidly in the future

that we can no longer
afford to think about
sustainability as a steady
state phenomena.”

“We are moving into a future
where energy costs are going to
go up; and there will be more
unstable climate. The question is
how is my farm going to survive
these circumstances? how will it
survive these shocks? This is true
of not only agriculture but society
and the economy in general. “

Nearly twenty years ago,
economist Paul Hawkin explained
that there are three principles we
need to follow: 1) all our energy
has to become current ( the bulk of
our energy today comes from
stored energy from fossil fuels); 2)
all of our waste needs to become
fuel; and 3) resilience always
requires biodiversity.

The industrial approach in
agriculture as in our entire
economy, Kirschenmann explain-
ed, is built on specialization,
simplicity, and economies of scale.
Everything operates fine as long as
we have unlimited natural
resources and unlimited sinks for
the waste. The challenge is to
develop new economies where all
our waste becomes fuel for
something else, and all of our
energy must come from renewable
sources.

Industrialization is all about
efficiency, which makes perfect
sense until you realize, Kirschen-
mann explained, that the only way
to achieve efficiency is to
eliminate redundancy. And in
nature, redundancy is what makes
resilience. If one thing crashes,
there are six other things that still
work.

Take the native prairie, for
instance, he suggested. During
drought, certain species disappear
but others survive or even thrive,
because they are adapted to
drought. The prairie is much more
resilient than annual crops.

To identify a methodology to
help us address the changes
coming, Kirschenmann cited Jared
Diamond’s book, Collapse which
analyzed the history of civil-
zations which failed or survived.

“Diamond concluded that those
civilizations who 1) correctly
assessed their present situation, 2)
anticipated the changes needed,
and 3) who got a head start to
make Changes, survived,” Kir-
schenmann stated.

Continued on page 7
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Heartland News

Kirschenmann.....
Continued from page 6

Assessing the Situation. To
assess our current situation,
Kirschenmann pointed to our
energy economy. Oil and coal, or
stored energy, were critical to the
development of an industrial
economy . But, Kirschenmann,
stated, we will be forced in the
near future with a big, big change
in our energy efficiency, as we
move away from stored
concentrated fossil fuels to
dispersed current energy.

Oil companies know this, he
asserted, describing recent
Chevron ads in major news-
papers. “One ad stated, ‘It took
us 125 years to use the first trillion
barrels of oil. We will use the
second trillion in 30 years. Why
would you care?”

“This is a powerful ad”
Kirschenmann said. The message
is that even though it took us 125
years to use the first half of our
fossil fuels, we will use the second
half in just 30 years.

“What happens at the end of
that 30 years?” Kirschenmann
asked “What happens when we
get 15 years into that 30? what
does that mean for your farm and
mine?”

Another ad said, “Americans
spend over $1 million on energy
every minute. So who has the
power to change that?”

“These are interesting ques-
tions,” Kirschenmann said. “Who
has the power to change this?
Washington? Do we have the
power? Do I have the power to

\" P .

Discussion in and out of the afternoon workshops was wide-ranging and non-stop
for the folks attending KRC’s Sustainable Agriculture Conference in Blue Rapids.

Photo by |. Beckman, KCSAAC.

change it on my own farm?”

Another part of assessing our
current situation is our changing
climate. Kirschenmann pointed to
a National Academy of Sciences
study on climate that found the
long history of climate has been
unstable. The last century has been
abnormally stable.

The study went on to assert that
successful food production has
been as attributable to that stable
climate as to technology or the
green revolution.

“We've all heard this; we’re the
heroes; we’ve developed the
Green Re volution and technology
that has doubled, tripled and
quadrupled yields, and saved the
lives of millions of people,”
Kirschenmann stated. “But it
turns out that is only half the story.
The other half is the stable
climate.”

“Even if you don’t believe that
human activity affects climate, or
contributes to greenhouse gases, it
doesn’t matter,” he asserted.
“because the stable climate we've

enjoyed over the past century is
not normal-- and won’t continue.”

“As farmers,” Kirschenmann
said, “this what we are going to
face.”

While climatologists cannot
predict the future, they do agree
that there will be more instability,
with more floods, droughts, and
stronger storms.

Another part of the current
situation has been the availability
of fresh water. In Kansas and
other parts of the Plains, the
Ogallala Aquifer has been drained
by almost half to support the
industrial economy. But he noted
we can’t continue along that line.

Also we cannot continue to use
the available sinks in nature to
absorb our wastes. “In the 1980’s
no one worried about nitrogen
leaching. A recent report from
Washington said something must
be done about nitrogen leaching
in the Midwest to the Gulf of
Mexico.”

Continued on page 9
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KRCNews

KRC Welcomes New Staff Member

The Kansas Rural

Center welcomes Jason
Schmidt to the Clean
Water Farm Project staff
as a field organizer with a
grazing and forages
focus. Jason comes to
KRC fresh from graduate
school at Clemson Uni-
versity in South Carolina
where he was researching
forage finished beef
production. Jason’s area
of expertise will be grass
and forage based systems.

Jason grew up on a
family dairy farm near
Newton, Kansas, and
graduated from Bethel
College where he studied
international rural devel-
opment. “This exposed
me to concepts of envi-
ronmental and economic
sustainability in agri-
culture” Jason told us.

Jason Schmidt, above, who will join the KRC staff in
January, has worked in a variety of farming systems
abroad and in Colorado and New Mexico. He now is
eager to return home to Kansas and work in forage
and grazing systems.

“After college I worked for three years with an array of farming
systems in South Africa, North Korea, Colorado and New Mexico.
These farming systems included small-scale community dairy and
garden projects, cover cropping systems, organic produce and grain
production, school gardens, and grass-based livestock production.”

While studying under a forage scientist and a meat scientist, Jason
researched summer grazing systems for producing high quality forage-
finished beef. “More specifically,” he told us, “I studied how specific
forage species altered animal performance carcass quality, and health
attributes in the fat profiles of beef cattle. Now I am eager to return to
my home state and apply my knowledge of forage and grazing systems
to the soils I grew up on.”

Jason and his wife will be moving to Topeka in early January, where
she will attend Washburn Law School, and he will begin working for
KRC. Q

Winter Board Meeting Set
for February 7

The Kansas Rural Center’s
Board of Directors will hold its
winter board meeting Saturday
February 7 at the Unitarian Church
in Manhattan.The business
meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m and
will include budget and project
reports, and board elections.

In the afternoon, the board will
begin a strategic planning
initiative facilitated by Charlie
Griffin, former KRC board mem-
ber and family counselor at KSU.

For more information, contact
Diane Dysart, 785-873-3431, or
ddysart@rainbowtel.net. 1

KRC board and staff extend their
sympathies to Gary Kilgore, KRC
board member and Professor
Emeritus, Kansas State University,
for the recent death of his
daughter Rosene Kilgore Green,
age 45, Arkansas City.

KRC wishes to thank those who
have responded to our fall fund
raising-letter. Your contributions
are greatly appreciated, especially
this year, during these uncertain
economic times. KRC solicits your
support only twice a year with a
fund raising letter for some in the
fall and a spring letter for others.

If you want to make an end of
the year contribution, please send
itto:

Kansas Rural Center
Box 133
Whiting, Ks. 66552
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Kirschenmann...
Continued from page 7

The bad news, according to
Kirschenmann, is that a lot of
farmers have already been trying
to do something about it. A study
out of Jowa State University found
that even if farmers stopped using
nitrogen altogether, there would
still be some leaching. This is
because the simple corn-soybeans
rotation is such a leaky system.

By contrast, Kirschenmann
argued, if you use two years of
alfalfa in that rotation, you'd stop
all the leaching, and increase your
corn yield. Of course, you'd only
have a corn crop every other year
or two years. But these are the
kind of issues we face.

The current situation, he
explained again, is that we are in
the heart of an industrial economy
built on cheap energy, plentiful
water, and a stable climate. This is
not our future.

Oil man T. Boone Pickens
predicts that within ten years we
will see $350/barrel oil. Kir-
schenmann questions the viability
of our farms at those prices.

“We have to figure out how to
transition to a different energy
form. Also if we see a 50%
increase in hail storms, how do we
plan for that?” he asked.

Kirschenmann’s father raised
both crops and livestock. When as
a boy, Kirschenmann asked him
why did they raise cattle, when
the grains made more money? His
dad had answered “because cows

thinking and how do we build
the infrastructure needed to
support it?”

Changes Needed. Foremost,
there must be a fundamental shift
in our value system. “As
conservationist Aldo Leopold
wrote in the 1930’s and 1940’s, we
must develop an ecological
conscience,” Kirschenmann
stated.

“We must recognize that it is not
just us humans and our economic
well being that is the most
valuable thing. In order for us to
have well -being and in order for
our economy to be healthy, the
whole ecological infrastructure -
with all the biotic communities
that make it up, which is part of
what makes it self-renewing and
self-regulating, these must be
kept in place. The only way to do
that is to recognize its value,” he
explained.

Aldo Leopold, writing sixty
years ago, anticipated many of
the problems we are dealing with
today. Regulation according to
Leopold, is not going to fix things.
The free market is not going to
fix things, because the market
does not recognize many things of
value, such as biological and
ecological health.

As Leopold wrote, stressed
Kirschenmann, developing an
ecological conscience is critical to
addressing our resource and
economic problems.

“How do we begin to build this
new value system?” he asked. The
good news according to
Kirschenmann, is that we’ve

agriculture in the last two years
than in the previous twenty,” he
stated. And we can all be part of
this dialogue.”

As Leopold defined it over 60
years ago, Kirschenmann ex-
plained, an ecological conscience
is all about caring for the health of
the land. The health of the land is
its capacity to renew itself.

Another thing we need to do,
Kirschenmann said, is to begin to
redesign our systems to prepare
them for the shocks and dis-
turbances we are going to see.
Research institutions need to
begin imagining what kind of
agriculture can survive $300 per
barrel oil, use half the water we
are currently using, and survive
twice the severe weather events
we currently have?

Currently, he estimated, that
90% of our research is still
focusing on developing tech-
nology to keep the current system
going. But in the long run, that is
not going to meet the challenges
that lie ahead.

But the most important thing
we have to do, stated Kir-
schenmann, is to “get a head start
and prepare and implement all
across the planet a process to
restore the biological health of the
soil.”  This is just starting to
come into our awareness and con-
sciousness in such a way so that
even urban non-farm audiences
can understand it.

Other good news he noted is
that the market place is full of
opportunities to support a new
value system.

don’t eet hailed out.” already begun. “I’ve been asked .
& to speak to more faith based Continued on page 10
‘How do we build that kind of | communities about sustainable
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Heartland News

Kirschenmann...
Continued from page 9

The Heartland Group in a recent
survey showed that 62% of the
public wants to buy food in line
with their values.

A recent book by John
Thackara, In the Bubble, talks
about values and relationship
marketing. According to Kir-
schenmann, Thackara argues that
the industrial system s
essentially over. It is too
exploitative, and too heavy on
the planet.

Thackara explores a future
where our agricultural system,
health care, schools and edu-
cation systems will be based on
relationships and values. Our
economy will be more grounded
in local communities.

Qnteresting things are
happening globally,OKirschen-
mann concluded. But the
solutions will not be global. We
must move to local and regional
solutions.

As arecent report from the
United Nations International
Assessment of Agriculture,
Science and Technology stated,
local and regional solutions, local
culture and tradition, and local
knowledge must play a big part
in meeting our future food and
farming challenges.

Kirschenmann® morning
presentation was followed by six
workshops on a range of subjects
aimed at helping farmers,
ranchers and others begin
moving their farms, families, and
communities toward these local
and regional solutions . Q

Grazing Management...
Continued from page 5

Traditional programs, he noted,
include the Natural Resource and
Conservation Service and local
conservation districts. Through-
out much of eastern Kansas, Ingle
said, WRAPS watersheds offer
cost share money as do groups
such as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, Ducks Unlimited and
Quail Unlimited.

Ingle said projects that take land
out of crop production and put it
into permanent vegetative cover
are frequently eligible for assis-
tance, as are practices which
exclude animals from fragile
riparian areas.

The Emporia workshop
included a grazier’s panel
featuring Lyon County beef
producers Jeff Houck and Ken
Reed. Houck discussed his
cow / calf enterprise, focusing on
the operation’s efforts to
minimize the use of harvested
forages through alternative
forages.

Reed, a backgrounder, outlined
ranch projects to protect water
quality, including fencing ponds
and creeks, and relocating cattle
pens to less sensitive areas.

The workshop was sponsored by
the Kansas Rural Center, Flint
Hills RC& D, Melvern WRAPS
Watershed, Frontier Farm Credit,
Lyon County K-State Extension,
the Lyon County Conservation
District and NRCS, and Lyon
County Farm Bureau.For more
information on the Kansas Rural
Center’s Clean Water Farms
Project, log on to www.kansas
ruralcenter. org. Q Mark Parker is a
free-lance writer living in southeast
Kansas, and former editor of Farm Talk.

Briefs

Deregulation of GMO
Corn Requested

The USDA’s Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
has requested comment on a
petition from Syngenta Seeds, Inc.
for the deregulation of corn that
has been genetically engineered to
produce an enzyme that facilitates
ethanol production.

If deregulation is approved, the
“product could then freely be
moved and planted without the
requirement of permits or other
regulatory oversight by APHIS.”
The nonregulated status will
depend on whether APHIS
concludes that the organism does
not pose a plant pest risk.

USDA'’s evidence indicates that
risks posed to humans by the
GMO corn are unlikely. But the
Union of Concerned Scientists and
Center for Food Safety have
concerns about the deregulation,
and will be submitting comments,
which are due by February 6,
2009.

Some note this comes at a time
when many ethanol plants are
suffering economic losses,
threatening the use of the GMO
corn for ethanol purposes, and
that deregulation would allow
broader sales.

Go to <www.aphis.usda.gov/
newsroom> for the USDA an-
nouncement. 1

Page 10
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Resources and Events

Agritourism Workshops
and Class Scheduled

Agritourism is a growing
economic enterprise in Kansas. To
learn more about it and how it
might work for you, two free
informational meetings will be
held in January 2009. The first will
be January 7 at Cloud County
Community College’s Geary
County Campus, 631 Caroline,
Junction City, Ks. from 6:15 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. The second will be in
Wamego on January 8 at the
Columbian Theater, 521 Lincoln
Avenue, from 1:15 p.m. to 3:30
p-m. Itis not necessary to register
in advance.

Also a business development
course called “Agritourism: Your
Next Cash Crop?” will be offered
at Cloud County Community
College’s Geary County Campus ,
631 Caroline, Junction City, Ks. on
January 29, February 5, 12, 19, and
26. The course is cosponsored by
the Flint Hills and Crossroads RC
& D Councils, Kansas Small
Business Development Centers at
Cloud County Community Col-
leges and Washburn University,

and Manhattan and Geary
County CVBs.

For more information call Jan
Jantzen or Bruce Wells at the
Flinthills Resource Conservation
and Development Office at 620-
340-0113 Ext. 9.4

Grazing Teleconference
Calls Continue in 2009

KRC will continue to sponsor
toll-free teleconference calls to
provide producers with infor-
mation on grazing, forages, and
fencing and water quality issues
in 2009. The next call is Monday
January 12, 2009, 7:30 p.m.

Facilitated by Dale Kirkham
with assistance from Gary Kilgore
and other state experts, these calls
give producers an opportunity to
call in and ask questions about
their livestock operations. You
can call in anytime during the
call, ask your question and hop
off the call at any time.

Calls are the second Monday of
each month from 7:30 p.m. to 9
p-m. Call 1-888-387-8686; then
enter 4699043 followed by the
pound sign (#).

For more information, or to get on
an electronic notification list,
contact Connie Pantle at 785-873-
3431 or cpantle@rainbowtel.net. 1

KSU Hosting
Sustainability Conference

Kansas State University (KSU)
will hold a conference on sus-
tainability in terms of academic
research and teaching, and uni-
versity operations and manage-
ment, at the KSU Student Union
on January 23, 2009.

The targeted audience is
university students, faculty, staff
and administrators, and leaders in
education, commerce, govern-
ment, and non-profit entities.

Contact Ben Champion, Director
of Sustainability at KSU at 785-
313-3085, or champion@ksu. edu.
Or go to <http:/ /sustainability.k-
state.edu/conferences/leading
kansas> for more information. 1

KANSAS RURAL CENTER

Contributorsto the KansasRural CenterOsork to
promotesustainableagriculturein Kansasreceive
KRCGQ newsletter, Rural Papers, 6 issues/year,

Celebrating 30 Years of Farming With Nature
KANSAS RURAL CENTER - RURAL PAPERS

____Yes, I want to support Sustainable Agriculture in Kansas and subscribe to Rural

and other Center special reports and information A gdress:

alerts. Subscriptions are available for $25/year.

papers. Here’s my contribution: $25 $50 $100 Other
Or here is my subscription: $25
Name:
Make Checks Payable to:
Kansas Rural Center
304 Pratt
E-mail: Whiting, Ks. 66552
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Calendar

Monday January 12, 2009

Grazing Teleconference Call,
7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Contact KRC
office or Connie Pantle at
cpantle@rainbowtel.net, or the
KRC website for more infor-
mation.

Saturday January 17, 2009
Kansas Grazers Association
Winter Conference, Assaria, Ks.
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Check the
KRC website for details, or
contact Mary Howell at 785-292-
4955, or marshallcofair@ networks
plus.net.

Thursday/Friday January 29-30,
2009

Kansas Natural Resource
Conference, “Renewable Energy,
Renewable Resources” Airport
Hilton, Wichita, Ks. Agenda and
registration info available at
www.kansasnrc.com, or contact
Dan Meyerhoff, 785-625-2588, or
e-mail: knrc@kaws.org.

Saturday February 7, 2009,
Kansas Rural Center Winter
Board Meeting, Manhattan, Ks.
Contact the KRC office at 785-873-
3431, or ddysart@rainbowtel.net

Monday, February 23, 2009,
Farmers Market Conference,
Topeka, Ks. Details available later
at KRC website. Contact Mercedes
Taylor-Puckett at 785-740-6202 or
localfoods@earthlink.net

Thursday, March 5, 2009 Wind
Energy Career/Internship Fair.
Cloud County Community Col-
leges. Contact Bruce Graham, 1-
800-729-5101, Ext. 256, or
bgraham@cloud.edu.

Please check the KRC website
for updated and more detailed
calendar and announcement
information at:

www.kansasruralcenter.org/calendar
.html
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