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Adapting to Climate Change Important for Kansas Farmers and Ran N

By Mark Parker

according to USDA Natural Resource and Conservati ice ranjiefaid i \ el Brown.

Speaking to about 150 people ata s efer mporia sponsored by the
Kansas Rural Center, Brown said the debate i no e change is occurring.
Arguments about cause and effect and sciefti Inu®, he said, but there is no doubt
that the planet is warmer — and gettj

“Climate change will com archer at USDA’s Jornada Experimental

and it will always be changing.”

«4.er as;

dramatic clima /el

Agriculture, he noted, is responsible for only 6-7 percent of that total. Even if the industry successfully
employed the management and technology to reduce its emissions by 20-30 percent, that fraction of a
fraction would have little impact.“We’re a small player in that market,” he said. “The bottom line is that we're
not going to be able to have a huge impact on climate change.”

While the U.S. has reduced emissions per dollar of GNP (Gross National Product), growth in both
population and production more than offsets the effect of new conservation technologies and the rate of
growth in developing nations will keep global greenhouse emissions on the rise. Although Brown is in favor of
taking steps to reduce emissions, the public focus should be on facing a stark reality. “We have to be realistic

about mitigation,” he asserted. “It is an increasingly unlikely option.”



The impact of climate change will vary widely, said Brown who began his career as a District
Conservationist in Kansas. A small rise in sea level would be catastrophic in Fiji, for example, but would have
little direct impact in Kansas. Still, even Kansas farmers are facing — and will continue to face — changing
weather. “The frost-free season length has gone up nine to 10 days since 1970,” he observed. “That’s good if
you're feeding hay to cattle in the winter but what about the effect on pathogens and pests?”

Crops and forage production, Brown said, is more highly variable with more volatile weather patterns

and there is a direct climate change impact on both plants and animals. Higher carbondi levels can

Southeast, Brown said. “Just because we have a rising tempera
we won't have the opposite happen in some areas,” He explained g, are defirfitely anomalies but | can

tell you that no part of the U.S. hasn’t had warmer wi peraturassier rm average — some

id. @aﬂcally shrinking ice mass in

gonjecture, he said. Wide variations

far more dramatic than others.”

rend is clear.

The Kansas Rural Center is a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting and enhancing an economically
viable, environmentally sound and socially sustainable agriculture through public policy and educational
efforts. -30-

(Mark Parker is a free lance writer who covered the conference for KRC.)



